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Foreign Students in Germany

3/4 of the approx. 230.000 foreign students in Germany come
from developing and newly industrialized countries. They make a
hugely positive contribution to the internationalization of German
further education.

Foreign graduates enrich the German labour market with their
expertise. They are the much needed specialists of the future
in their native countries, and act as excellent bridge-builders
between their own and other countries.

85% of these students pay their own way for their studies. They
are so-called “freemovers”. They receive neither a scholarship
nor do they participate in other specific support programmes.

In order to find their feet in German university life and day-to-day
culture, to integrate socially and to orient their studies to deve-
lopment policy, students from Africa, Asia and Latin America rely
on special orientation programmes.

The Development Education Programme STUBE (Studienbegleit-
programm) offers these students a forum in which they can
share experiences and development-related information. It com-
mences at the start of the course of studies and accompanies the
students throughout its duration. STUBE encourages discussion
on topics such as sustainable education and development, as
well as personal career planning. A tie to the native country is
maintained throughout.

Development Education Programme STUBE

The Development Education Programme STUBE for students from
Africa, Asia and Latin America is available in eleven states/regions
within Germany. STUBE is financed through the German protestant
church and public funds.

STUBE supplements individual study with high-quality extra-curri-
cular activities, which help the students to develop an awareness
of, and gain competence in development issues.

STUBE features:

e |ntercultural, interdisciplinary and interreligious orientation
e Student participation
e Immediate and continual student support

e Cooperation with universities, university Christian groups,
development-related political and intercultural initiatives and
organisations

o Reality-oriented discussions of theory and practice; support of
students in gearing their studies to the needs of their native
country

e Promotion of South-South networks

The STUBE Programme offers:

e Weekend seminars, study days, excursions, courses
during semester breaks, workshops and evening
events on development-related topics

e Student leadership training for intercultural and coun-
try-specific assignments, for example in local schools
and church congregations

e Support for students’ personal development-related
activities at the universities and the university commu-
nities

e Financial support for a development and career-

orientated internship or research in the native country
(BPSA).

e Transnational seminars in preparation for return to the
native country and setting up a livelihood there

e Follow-up contact and alumni projects with former
participants of the STUBE-programme

“Only STUBE gives me the chance to meet so many people from
southern countries, with whom | can discuss “our” affairs.”
(Steve D., Medical student from Cameroon)

“STUBE has enabled me to meet committed and broad-minded
students from all over the world. We all share one goal: to enhan-
ce justice in the world.” (Selly W., Senegal)
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